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This document details the new features or changes within the MVC WebMaker v3.1.1 Release, 
enabling organisations to assess the capabilities of the new release. Version 3.1.1 of WebMaker has 
consolidated its capabilities to make it the natural choice for building business applications on the 
Web. Hyfinity’s WebMaker enables highly scalable, performance enterprise web applications to be 
constructed with designer rather than programmer skills.    

1. Cloud Development  

1.1. WebMaker Studio – Cross Browser Support     
The WebMaker Studio has been enhanced to enable any of the modern standards based browsers to 
be used for the Studio. The Studio has been enhanced to deliver greater support for standards based 
approaches including support of standards such as SVG. The following browsers most commonly 
used by designers and developers are supported for the Studio: Internet Explorer 7+, Firefox 3+, 
Chrome 4+, Safari 4+ and Opera 10+.  
Hyfinity’s WebMaker exploits the capabilities of multi-tab browsers. Support for Internet Explorer 6 
has been removed for the WebMaker Studio with this release as it lacks multi-tab capabilities.  
     
Note: It is important to keep in mind that the web applications created by the WebMaker Studio 
have always supported the widest range of browsers including non-standards based browsers: 
Internet Explorer 6+, Firefox 2+, Chrome 3+, Safari 3+ and Opera 9+.  This level of cross-browser 
support for runtime applications continues with this release. WebMaker applications will operate 
across 99% of all Internet browsers.  

1. Rich UI Control Features   

1.1. Further Rich Palette Widgets     
Three additional rich controls have been added to the standard palette:  

 FilteringSelect – Enables type ahead capabilities of large drop-down lists  

 Amount (Currency) – Formats the entered decimal value to show commas, decimal places 
and a currency symbol when displayed. The formatting is removed when a user tries to edit 
the field. 

 Button (Enhanced) – This is a graphical anchor link that allows a collection of background 
images to be applied to provide greater control over the styling of form buttons when active, 
pressed or hovered over. This allows form designers to use either standard browser based 
buttons or designer controlled button styling.    

1.2. Deeper Dojo Integration  
Hyfinity’s custom controls and those of the Dojo Ajax framework have been integrated at a deeper 
level. All important ‘Field Detail’ attributes are now converted to the dojo control framework. This 
allows all of the dojo controls to use the same validation constraints, size constraints and mandatory 
options as standard Hyfinity palette based controls. This has reduced the need to specify the vast 
majority of custom attributes for dojo based controls.   
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1.3. Default Styling Adjustments  
There have been further amendments to ensure that the styling is more consistent when form 
controls are applied to various group layout structures. There have also been changes to implement 
a consistent disabling/readonly style across all types of controls for different browsers. 

2. Studio Usability & Productivity  

2.1. Studio Navigation Enhancements   
FormMaker has been enhanced to place all the generation, deployment and publication capabilities 
as buttons at the top of the FormMaker screens. They are organised in a logical workflow most 
commonly used by application developers. The WebMaker Project page has also been altered to 
provide more obvious navigation icons and to hide many of the more advanced details by default.  

2.2. Studio – Improved Options 
Various enhancements and fixes have been made for the most commonly requested capabilities: 

 WebMaker – Simpler Naming - There have been extensive changes to allow users to enter 
names with spaces throughout the Studio. If spaces are entered then the Studio will 
automatically convert to underscore character.  

 WebMaker – WSDL Import - Fixes have been made to the WSDL Import capability to 
correctly generate rules when default namespaces have been used within the service 
definitions.  

 WebMaker – Application Map Diagram - FormMaker ‘Application Map’ has been altered to 
use standard SVG for rendering the icons rather than images. This improves the layout when 
scaling the diagram.  
 

 FormMaker – Simple Validation Extensions - The validation framework has been simplified 
and extended to provide greater capabilities to adapt if required. It is now possible to 
override things like error descriptions, cross-field validation, applying dynamic data 
constraints to fields.  

 FormMaker – Simple Dynamic Validation - It is possible to dynamically change date 
validation constraints as values are changed. For example, ensuring a ‘to date’ cannot be less 
than the ‘from date’. This feature will also mean that the calendar entries are disabled 
appropriately.   

 FormMaker – Multi-Tab Validation - The Hyfinity Script Validation has been enhanced to 
default to the first field in error, even if the field is not displayed on the current Tab.  

 FormMaker – Disabling/Hiding Enhancements - If a Field control has ‘disabling/hiding’ 
option defined, then the field in tree-structures will appear with a (?) indicator.  

 FormMaker – Repeats & Conditional Hide - Changes have been made to enable the 
conditional hide option for columns in Repeat structures. This provides better support for 
hiding individual fields or whole columns in a repeating table. 

 FormMaker – New Bindings - When a new field is added to a page that is not an input value 
e.g. button or link, then it does not automatically add the field to the example instance 
document for the page and the data bindings. 

 FormMaker – Consistent Scrolling - Changes to ensure that ‘Scrolling – Restrict Table Height’ 
capability with repeats operates consistently across all browser versions including IE. 
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 FormMaker – Enhanced Editable Row Control - The ‘Editable Row’ control has been 
extended to enable far more types of structures to be repeated within the rows. It is no 
longer constrained to a single row of fields, but could be a nested collection of fields. 

 FormMaker – Enhanced Spacer Control - The spacer control can now have height and width 
defined. 

 FormMaker – Date Control - Fix to a Date control that had an on-change event. 

 FormMaker – Third Party Service setup - Fixed problems with details sometimes suppressed 
for Third Party Services. 

 FormMaker – Nested Repeat Structures - There were potential issues with nested repeat 
structures and the correct setting of relative binding details.   
  

 RuleMaker – Disabling of Rule Actions - It is now possible to disable Rule Actions as well as 
Rules. This can help with debugging. 

 RuleMaker – Rule data consistency - The majority of Rule Actions can now support the 
option to ‘merge’ data as well as ‘append’. 

 RuleMaker – SQL Query Fixes - Fixes applied to SQL queries that did not correctly handle un-
escaped XML characters in the logging.  
 

 Dashboard – Unix/Linux Publication Files - The generated publication directory and/or WAR 
files have now removed the need for path corrections for Unix/Linux deployments. 

 Dashboard – Deployment Error Reporting - The Deployment process has been improved to 
provide greater level of error reporting if it fails. 

 Dashboard – HTTP Empty messages - Improved handling of HTTP requests that are 
completely empty.      

2.3. Documentation 
There have been improvements to the documentation to provide a graphical ‘Quick Start Guide’ and 
an improved ‘WebMaker Overview’ explaining the forms development workflow.  

2.4. Studio and Platform Support 
Hyfinity WebMaker Studio now installs and operates on Windows 32 & 64 bit versions. The Runtime 
server platform will operate on Windows or Unix/Linux environments for production deployments. 
 
BizFlow WebMaker takes advantage of WebMaker’s ISV integration ‘hooks’, which enables easy 
service-oriented integration for ISVs. This provides opportunities for ISVs to establish an accelerated 
roadmap for integrating WebMaker’s advanced forms and web application development platform 
into their product portfolio. There are a number of open extensions that make this an opportunity 
for ISVs to exploit next generation Ajax/RIA platform capability with low market entry costs.   

3. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  

3.1. FAQ Details   
For future maintainability, ‘How To’ type guidance will be moved to the online system hosted at 
http://www.hyfinity.net/faq/. Examples and scenarios are continuously added outside of WebMaker 
release cycles.  

http://www.hyfinity.net/faq/

